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The felloving case studies cowe Trom minlstevw soress the sounteys
They mre selected as experiences through which sone heve travelled. They
231y in one way or anotber relats to suffordnge thet peoyle sncountered.
Husy of these wers pesple whe were "Christimn® wad "Clhurchegoors™ The
cane studies ave listed, noh in thelr entirety, but with the geueral
sweap of the sdbtnetion. Attentior haw been given to partioniar type
wrobhlems and soretives the resollion ¢ sebion of the avyne¥liog siniaters.

In tha cﬂm-v@a: Torta mirdobore were requented to indlests
situstdons in whichy from thelr Plow polnk, theme were "bhe sl Tl nge
of the righaeousn.®

Mony of the miniaters ssoke of reguler counsaling wd buistions
oniyy obhers raferred te those in which sn obvions "euffering ¢f the
righbous" wam obssrveds It wes the atbempt of this author to Hlesn
feom ﬁm experiences of clnlaters from atwoss the comntry, from all
"name brandsy Anformation with referonce to the type counsoling dono,
the attitudes of both counsolor wnd counsolee ond Lo, in aome HRGREYy
eatalogue the Lmput into sume kind of helsful form,

Hewoe, the following few pages sre devobed te the statistical
eonoluslons and then the next seobiim of pagen ame devoted to aghual
quotos frow the suwrveys The resder sy r-ad these aad try Lo gsteh the
surgs of enotion that breught these people to thelr minister,

They are wmant to he a kind of "JobeToday™ in sonbrast with the
writloge of the “JobmofuYastorday's The survey ie based upon queations
witlel were malled Yo vearious minimters in the saluline denominsidons
aaxross the counltrys The auestions wern sont to svery utate in the
doptinental United States end of thows reporting 20 sintes woere

saprenented.
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The curvey revenled that from these 20 atates the varicus srepe
of the oountry were ewwally reivessated, thet is, the same % gsme fron
atatoa coneldered "southera, "western", “sdd-wentarn" snd Ysasterut,

The slnssterts background revealed ﬁhat the mverage muuber of
yeors in the ministzy were 16 1/3+ The oldewt being in the sl sty
45 yesrs end the youngest 2.

It wag interseting to neote thet the Yotal sumbel of VOLTE A3
higher education efter 4 years ia colle:w was 3% The survey reve:led
that GO% bad attended a avhool of higher educabion afier gollege, The
nBost 'ymm veing 8, the lauat O,

Un the fors there wes a plase to lndicute mumbsr of eoml op
major orse atuiles & yesr regarding Ysuffering of the glalibecus', ota,
Exeluddng the one vevortdng 350400 and exaluding the ones thet
reported O the aversge mamber of cses wtudies a year yeglatered 16.

The muvey indicated b major type concerns of ccunseling for
provislons for “other", They vere listed osl

1s peravnsl ilinesan) da  death in imwediate famdly
3o ome direstly related to a mational/local catactrophe

e marital problam S Mothep!

It was interesting to note thot the yaman%e vanked in this
gatagory liated death and mariiel probleys as the aume.

in the cotagory S {("other') and explein: The foblowing were
listed: Draft, Montal iliness, Ghildren, Suicide, Druge, Alcholy
Four of Death, Pawlly of pripemey of wm-; Vooational, Drop out of
sehool and finenelel, Of these “othors” that were indiguted by the
minigtera, the most renking s the very top who did cheok “other® with

the same % were: Sex, Children snd Swicides
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Provigions were nmade in the survey for minieters to indicate ithat
which they esuggest to patienis. The areas of recommendsiion includaﬁ:
1. music; 2« worki 3. mecvlar veading; Y. divorce; e travel; 6. hobbys
7+ meditetion; 8. mepmrationi 9. Bible reading; 10. volunteer work;

1le attendsnce in Church and 12. “ethep!

in the "most important item I suggest my patients to use" they
were to choosd 3; listing their choice a5 1,2 wnd 3. Yo we it was
astonishing to note that of those who DID check & prioritj of 1, 2 and
3y in the list 76% suggested their patients to use the “lble. Agsin,
many did not irdiczte 1,2 and 3. But of those who did, the Bible
registe ed 76¥. 71% chose Jhurch attendance and the next highest
rosaible eleven cholces went to volunteer work (36%).

Oﬁe mugl renember that these miniaters represent a vamt
edusational background; they represent extreme ministries; they
repreu.nt those in the ranks of ulira conserative (whatwver * that neans)
to modern liberal (whatever that means). They reprewent the right
and the loft wing groups in denominaticns. This apeaks to me. The
Bible has not been forgotten. It stands, still, todsy as & help to
people who are in trouble.

It was ghocked to complle this figure of 76% of ministers
recomuending the Bible. because 1t has been my opinion that by
observing winisters in all denominations that the majority =re getting
avgy from the basic teachings. This is not to suy that ull ministera
do not use th%?ible with whom I am acquainted. Many do place the
emphagis on the Word of God as once was placed, at least in my framework
of thinking.

in some groups I would expect this %o he listed, but from all
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groups, it wes @ revelation. Within four days of the dictating of these
- wordmy & group of men and woren asked for helps where by the Bible would
speak to them. I mimeographeds« Lepor for them - whers they could go to_
the Bible and find answers to perticulsr problems iﬁ which thej,r wars
engaged. Part of the paper will be found in'"Biblical Helpa" to the
end of thie volume.

Miniaters were asked to check thelr priosrity in 3}, 2 and 3 and
the following statidtimwere revealed. Moat outstanding.
1. Blble Reading

2+ Somewhat a tig between Blbla reuding and Church
attendance '

3¢ Church attendance.
There was & definite merging between area one and area three.
The following breakdown might be helpiul.
3% chose as # 1 referral- Bible reading
Q.5% chose ag # 1 referral= Volrnteer work
1% chowe &a # 1 referyal~ Church attendance
3% chose as # 2 referral~ Bible Reading
14% choge as # 2 referirals Volunteer Work
2%% chose ag # 2 referril~ Church attendance
9.5% chose as # 3 referralbible reading
14% chose as &3 referral= Volunteer work
3%% ohose as $5 referral= Church atteadance
As menticned earlier, provision was made for other®, I list
them for the roeader. Self undefstanding. bocks and various material
on gpecial, needsj further counseling by athor’nf develop mutual
intereats; learm to listen; commmication; understandingj conversation
in dﬁptht
As a nuwber 1l referralthe following were listed:

self understanding
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hooks and matorial onssubjeet
commani catdon
understandlng
learn to listen
Ag @ number 3 reforral the following ware listed:

gonveraation in denth
tievelop mutusl interesta

BT listed in Yothey which recooured munerovs times was Prayer.
YPrayer! wi.a lieted lu all three pokditions - 1y 2y and 3. 3% of those
ministers who indicuted “other® either in poeidion 1,2, ar 3, ohose
prayer as that whiok they would suggeat their pstients Lo uwé.

Following sre some sanple vnse studlege I heve yuoted from the
miniut&rﬂ’am they hove fod back to me Lxlormation whiel I thought
helpful or beneficisl,

Stater Montants
Lenomipations United Methediat
Cuape study: Mentwl Llineas

The miniter writes: In Cotober of 1970 a young couple whe had

bosn marvied 1% yvesyrs came in for coutiselings She was tho eole sugort.

of the hemes, He had filpped in and out of Awrerous Joby schools, and
coryasponde noe courgsss The minieter visited ivm three sessione wnd
srrenged & NMPE test at & loval gollege. Before the tests were rew
ported she filed for divorae snd wis seocing onobher wame

Teste results indlested thst the warried wele wuflered sehizeid
proflens froy eompule ve struggles he wouldn't admit o eonsolously.
ke galled desporntely for help in Degomber, 1970, Later ln the wonth
he indiguted resdiness for voluntsry ccmmitnent for. sarly work up en
hle cages That night papars were completed by the loval mewtal hemlih
agency amd in two days be tuok & Lus for the state hospital on &

voluntery comslitment. His return ie anticipeted in seversl weeks for a
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oontinual outpatient onre.

The minieter writes: "Concerning the sufferdng of the righteona,
aren't we all the righteonn, ut lesst in our owa eyns?  Some sufererd go
have guikt feelinge thut might lead them to deny emy rightmua;;ma,
Thia young man (Geaee mbove) would not quality as smong the legally
righteous for he was not one comnonly kept in the Judleial low or even
Ghristisn diseiplines of the gomuunity of falth - but he knew whet
this mewnt. VWhen desperste he knew trush might be found and he come
to ues leinforoement to search for help and hoaling was vital and in
hie ontimving seareh he wil: regeive.?

Statet The Pisctict of Columsia
Danoniaation: Americaw and Southern Buptist
Caso Study: Death

This Reptiat women wag married to a Catholie. fie 8 finanelally
irresponsible. They lost a son with lmukemia one woel afber th_er sugond
son wog born. They are afreld to love the mon for fear he will be
lants He refuses to leh the wife use the pill sven though mhe wants no
pore ghildren, The son's desth is very deminsnt in\th@lmngla of
relationahic.

The mintsier writes "A saintly clder member lost her busband, A
year later her aister died foliowlng & terrihie bout with cancer. This
older “gaint" virtuelly predses God for Hig goudneasy dut in ao neny
ways ehe oupnot love or forgive Gods This in quite & spiritual
problem forher, She forces heraelf to captinue the relifgoun fovroe.
She is getting bebter somewhat., My work with her has boes informels

aonveret, tionnl .
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Gtatas Not indicated
Denomdmstiont Church of Uod (Andersen)
Cuse Study: Memial Diserder
A hugband and wife adtumd this one's chursh, They have heen to
various marriage counselors aud are now seelng & physiclogist. The
mindater Lecla he is mot & profewsional in this particular sutter, bug
&5 their pastor thay womt to Lalk with him. This they do. 4Aa & result
ef this oncounter he writez! "I would hope that peorle would net have
to auffor guilt, eondemastion, snd the Jike from ethor churah penple
who do not und:rstand or who sre Lthemsdlves Baurotioe I would like to
ance how to deald with neﬂroti¢ #eople who muke chureh werk and growth
@iffioult thwough misguided snd disruptic taetiom.?
it is certainly true thet in vhe Chursh there sre 'yi: tavus
peaple” mffering at the haid (and tongue) of other "members', In the
place where one would thin. sueh would not be had - eugh is found,
State: Not indicated
No postmark due to precancelled atanp.
Demomination! Four Souspre Goapel
Cae atudys Chiidren-Méritel. problem
The pwople involved in this ceas study wre the Musbeand, wife and
threx ohildren, all miners, The kusband refuses te aecept rempensibility
#5% the hesnd of the housoheld with Lts finanelol obligations,
cacupations and gonlse The familr bee s tremendous flroneial obligation
which oannot be met,
The wife ie irdeyendent] whe g pesourcefn) and has good
sbilities. Finsucielly she Ls sble o aatm mors thsn the husband.
The minister sritest “ihe husband has bosn bothered his eutire
life by deep depreesmion, wiit, fesr snd still rencts as & ¢hild.

Howavery theme hus beoen muoh lmprovement regently. The wife comes fyom
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B vory wtrict Bowss Catholiz backgreund and hep rarente are very
succemsful and lnfluentinl, i hagy howevery »ejected hig bugkeround
g far o0 being falthful tobwr new found falthe
Atatet Yemnessee
Denomination: Southers Methodiet
Case Study: Maritul Problem

The husband in thia ¢ase is unfaithful. To get oven, the wife
hos becowe unfulthfule He then wea wafai taful egain. The probiem was
whether to divorce which wea againet her senvictions, to sepayate, op
try to heep the homs together for the wske of the children.

The winlaber ndvised after csreful guestioniag that ahe
sepirates ILater he asked to be reunited snd now Lhey mre Hving
together aluin.

{(This minister, came above,y is one of wmny who ebvisuely does
not hesitate to, vhen the sondition meritbe ity reconmend sep-ration.

I for cme have op geveral ootaplonay but this is very sontrary to wnany
winisters in the traditional role.
HStats: Utah
Donondaation’ Americem Inthern
Came Atudyt Marital

This sttuation involves the ohildren leaving home. Bﬁgauué of
this & marital problew hew bheen brosented because the parents sre not
taged with lemrning to commnicate with esoh other. Before they
comsnndgated through their ohildren, ‘fhe father waz very precive, the
wother very sgressive and domlasering, The type that demanded her
husband fit her nolde.."edt 1ike a nan'.,eto. |

The winiater spent weny hours in trying to meke them mee esqh

other ms porazens inetend of objects snd pesple in need of mutusl reapect,
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Staete: (aliferzis

Denoninaticnt: Nazarene
Cage Study: Mardtal

The man and womsn were members of the Church. They filed fov
divorce. The wife was the one who filed for this dlvorce. The man had
mich diffienlty in reooncilling the situation as te the Christian
othics involved.

State: Ne indication = pre cancelled astamp
" Denominstiont Southern Baptlst
Cage study: Sulcide

A young lady with three children, whose husband wag very undere
standing, and a good provider developed serlous troubie, At the time of
her lsgt child birth ghe began thinuing sbout suicide, refusing te |
accapt the responsibility. She did not want to take care of the ohilde
ren, love hor husgband, or cooperate with anyene. She started on dops,
now she is in & very cad suase.

The minister writest "I hsven't reached hier. A pgychlafrist
haan'ty nor have two hoapitals heen able to help., She is geitving
progregsively worse. Actually, she hes tried to tzke her.life and she
has threstened her children.” "I Qen't know if this coase could be
classified among the righteous, but ghe is a member of the church. I
doubt her religious experience hag depth."
| State: Illincls

Denominutions Unknown
Cage Study « Drug Adddct

From 1966 through. 1970, A promineat family loat an outmtanding

boy in & gar accident right afier high sohool). graduation. The psator

writess "I became their paster slx weeks following this tragedy. The

mothex talited very mich about their loss and seemed to carry it more




openly. Yhe father kept it westly to wimgelf, however at tinesy he
would mention it. My cortust with this family woes omtly on tae cagual
basls, couversation, ele. in Tegard o the gsoriow.

"The man is the lay leadsr of wy church - he wae deeply
invelved In helpiag me.get acqualnted with the Church, shd buildinﬁ _
ministry neres I look buck and reaiizs that i probably did not miulgter
to thee ea dir&utly s L would againe e were im contact sev.rsl times
& waeck on sone Yrgice His thowapy, I D&li&ue; wan in his work with the
Charchs We ware in comivmication much about uany things. His wife
aleo kept busy aa‘rhtir &ireqtbr, ¢tce I believe that much of the heihp
they received was hy Loeping invélvéﬂ in commundty and Church activities,
They had strong permnhal digeiplires, grest faith, and committment to
Godl !

Comnents from various
rinisters who respondeds=

"Mogt people that counoel with. meare not Christisns. They are
usually not well acquainted with me to begin with. I usually present
Christ te them dufing the first few sossions - this of course ralemses-
them from guilt aud the bondage of sin, lhen, howover, we atfemﬁt-ta
get to specific prubleﬁa that are the root of their suffering. o the
Christian, I abtempt to ovaluate their splritual condition, but
perhaps go to work on the specific problem more. rapidly than with the
non=Christlan,! |

"To the nom~Clwristien, Christ is the best solution I can glve
them and & foundational beginning,"
"I am inciined to fosl that auffering falls into several dige

tinet patterns « sapesially as to CaNHGens
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1. physioal sufferiug bscause of bady failure
2e apcldent beconse of lack 2 judgment nr csrlsssness on
snm@one's.p&wt
Se Batan't atiadka to defesl ¢ higder sn individual
he I believe God uges thums exparieaves to teash us some things
but ia mest eases I don'y thiask He causes them.!
States Ceiifornia
Deromination: Church of the Nazarene
Sase Studyd Msyital
This femily wag e non~Churoh family. The ministers name wae
obtaloed through ‘he vellow yapes by ths husbend. The fami ly had
raved to their new home frow hock ezet where they had mrevioualy had
marital uroblems. The b#eic problea ssemned torhe ir the husband's
inascurities which reflected in his attitude that his wife did not
give tc him proper respect. Almo, she devoied too ramch iime te hey
famlly end vislting the reighbors wien whe should have been st homde
Conmequently it hed resulted in a sepavation. The man was acti
Ing ehildish by crﬁing. whindng and then begihning te come home like a
amall punished child. Hawm&er, at the same time, woanting his same
demands that his wife stay nome, givigg hivw her undivided atiention
and lgnoring ber famlly. | |
Sald the minister: "In counseling the righteous, I arge the
soriptural adwonition of turping afflicetion into giory. Example s
Using it ae an apportunity to the world that Chrinst makes a vital
diffe.ence in our lives =~ uaing alfliction ns a way to esrn the right

to witnemss.
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Stated Culdforida
Denotiinationt Luthery
Jame Studyi Children-fiobbery
The police iunfnymed She woasn thed her 18 year 0ld hod been
arrastec fop aomed robvarys dhe gl hor cator and Frayed snd had
& gonsultetion » loter a viaii to the jall,. Hy eowneeded with the 18
your pld awd é--mﬁmi&mﬁ %o posit Yord for nim end visit his mother. She
wae relieved to hinr thug her son wes Phyrigaily welle
The wor was coelivsed sod basrtully cegred hls uether's Forgivenoan,
The sether fanliy coaeptad hok son hicke The pa tor wss then galled in
%o detevmine wiul tu do nende They jrayed sad then pok Jegal sdvica.
The gon wiy Liwolved sirlsily Pay Lhe owcitenwnt of Lhe Pobberye ,
fgtuadly, he drove tne gotoswsy ma, bud #%01¢ npothing himself.

- The miniater witos thus morlsvure 'a}f&mm whes bad company volae
goad morales The exphanis wie pluged on acoupiance theough repentance.
About the aitanilon, be wilsesl YTals Lwwolved a 43‘:‘11.?1:5'(;1&@

mothery @ widow wiil 5 acns. Hov gon's isvolvement deeply hurt her.
Hare 14 & came of u righieous wamﬁ ﬁuffeémgg desy hurt foeldng that
Ghe must have Talled ner sons low doem ... cure with th s? YWe tried
té suffor vith hors o thenked God that uo une vas injured im the
robbery. Ve syoke of the uafailing end undving Wege of a Chrdstien
mother for her enildren. We spoke of {iﬂ‘é‘u foith which was severly
tostad and yot "though He slay mey yet will I Grust Me'. we

encouraged denper comuliment o er mlo us 2 Jundey Schoo) Leachoer.
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. State: Florida
Denominstiont Imthern Church ir Ameriea
Cage Study: Death
An 8 year old child ddveloped lovicemia in late 1968, Thie
minister's ministry to the femily extended uniil his death in Cetober,
1970« The mivistry included helping the parents avoid either guilt or
haétile feeolinge toward Gods Alszo included wes the loaping of sermons
of Pulpit ligest to thy family. Wiyh thin vers exhaustive visitation
dﬁring the hos:ivalizationy ssel.g the faally follow through by joining
‘the Church. The minister gpend the last 12 hours of the child's life
with the perents im the hozpital mnq@iving them a ¢oPY  wf the
funeral msditation;
The minister writes: "The spiritual maturily of the parents
grew senoruoualy so much so that before the child's death, they asked me
to go with them to the morticlsn and make sll funeral arrangefents in |
auivances The boy himself wag s brave vacompiaining lit le boy whese
patience and suffering inepired and encouraged all who visited him."
State! Californla
Denomination: American Baptist
Caze Study: Death
A Christian husband and wife loat the eldest of 4 ohilidren at
16 yoars of age by drowning is a mountain river. The body wae not found
until aix months later. Added to the traglc loss was the tension and
suspense of searching for and not finding fhe body. It was dlscovered
later by rangers by accident. The erntire family though™ sound Ghristf
ians were deorly shaken by the suddenness of the event. The boy was
jusﬁ energing into young manhocd end had great petential. It took

almost a yesr for the family to bscome zdjusted to this fact of de-th.
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The mivister writaw: "It hag b@@n ny experience after desling
with quite a number of 'euffering' cemes that experisices ugta Ly
gtrengthen or deepenr the folth of theme Livelved 4f thay are
sommitted Chrisbians. Lp they sre enly rerinally Christians or have
Li%tde or no faith, they tead to beccome dlecowruged snd diusceliate
tha-selvon from the “hicch spd tho Chriwtisn fellowship - the vayy
situatlon that could give them the holy they biily naed«"-
Sbabet New York
Denominations American Beptist
Case Study: Death
The minioter wribes thet just lsot week wne of his @e.cons dled
leaviug & wife %% years ef npes Ther wers ne quémt-ionﬁl of *why' on
the wmrt of the wWife, hss shio saldt “He had served folthfully snd now
God wentes hin home,?
Statey Mlesisslppl
Bﬁnomﬁndtimnx United FHethodiwt
Case OSiwdys Illoess
A young temchuar with We wife snd 3 ehlldren experienced a real
draxatic experience. The minietsr does not indients who was burned,
elther the wife or one of the chlldren. WNevertheless ha wag unahle
to roture to his tesching. He tad to gulte te:ching in the middie of
the terms. The result wus he wes hosplitalized. la uktimstely lose the
a6 oX hig limds snd hed 10 we a wheelchaire Mo was & v&hérmn of
war » and due to so many experdsnsces he ﬁaw loss the uae.ef his speschs

Thin youny tenchar is winaribnging aorrovw.
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state: Michigan

Demomination: Americen Baptist
Case Jtudy: Marital

After 16 ywwrs of marriage, the miniater writes, "This mother
and father of three childrem felt a fine merriage h-.d become intoler-ble
for bothe The major festor sechi L0 huve been two mericus auvtom bile
avcidents in which the husband was involved which rébulted in some
phgsioal injury and considerable personnlity shange. Thie ia complivute
od by the wife's Jeslousy, suspielop und'axtrema emotlonal dependency
on her husband."

The minister states: "I have haken pserdoualy the concept of the
role of Uod's suffering servant in DBiblical history (lsrasd, the
Christ'as Church)e From this comes the uaderstanding of one of the moat
primitive of Uhristlan truths, the redemptive wark of the aufforing ome"

Jtatet Mo indicabion « pre ¢eneelled stamp
Dencrination: Seventh Day Adventiat
Cage Study: Marital
..dn thle came the husband hed & wife who through fits, kicking,
hitting, woratching and brealdng thingﬁ;_ With thia was cursing, ebe.
This wes done ev ry time ahe found he sgoke te snother WowaR = under any
ciroumetances This made live miscarzble for this Christiss gart Laman ¢
On meveral ewcusions the winister discussed ths good peinte snd bad
polnts and possible corrsotive noasures. Finally the minister teold that
the dedialon was hia to meke. dafter o.refully welghling the faet, and

prayeviully, he decided to sifick 1% ocut,
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States New Maxico
Denomination: Presbyterian
Case Study! Death

The minister writes regarding a mother of § who died after &
Jong cancer illuess. He talked with the ohildren who were between 17
and 7 along with her husband. Cne month later the fother died. He had
hhen to break the news to the others, ome by one, all 6, His metljod
waﬂ'é»direut statement of such followed by commentm on the power.of God
to direet gnd keap them. His couseling became later relevant te their
future home mnd helping them to leuve the community, friends, eta.

The minister wtates: "Ag far us the rightecns 'whomever they may
be', are concerned, I strive to point out that God orestes ws all as
unique human beings unequal in SVery way exeept in Hls love. Each of
ua -nust sirive fo serve the purposs which He has glven to ua by
oorrgct use of our talents, etc. When sorrow strikes, we umst face this
88 part of our life and as far =5 possible use our grief as 2 witness té
our faith and trust. Normelly I counsel residents of thie communi ty
and can commwmilcste with them conmstantly as the months go by. |
Suffering is a perfectly normal Luman attribute and has nothing. to 69
‘with 'ein or runishmentt'™,

- Stﬁtée Uiknown to pre=cancelled stamp
Denomination: Presb;terian U.5.4A.
Case Study: Child With Fawily Problem

An & year old meets with tiae minister. Wle parents ére iﬁvolvad
in 2 sepsraticn. Ae the resuli of much hostility between the two
parties the boy has developed a unigue fomm of loneliness. Il feels
that no ohe cares sbout him, empecially his father. A4z a result, he

does not trust men. The basis of his first meeting was o glve him a

male figure so he could identify with & man.




16%

The mihister urltes: "It ssems to me thot wo minieters sre the
only authorities in the field of mowning, Here is our URLQUeNesL ..

The ather aress of suffering such na illness, divoree, snd family
diffioultien, we are either comps ent or fpen onough from our other
ainlatries . to odequately handle thom as professionsls. It se:me to me
that we should heve encupgh baakgr_mml to know whan to refer und to
whom te refer wisther it be & phyaicisn, fermily eounselor or
poyehlatrists This ability to refer is = very lmesrtant area .or oury
minlatry with sufiering."
Gtate! Texzas
Denomination: Church of Christ
Uase Studyt Morbid tear aof death

The women in ease 18 25 yeurs odd snd has & morbld feur of desth.
@he was withdrawn and after several .caslons of just listoning, and
piudying what the Bible suid of death « that whe need not fesr it = she
was helped. 0She beoame & Clristiza snd no longer feurs wnd ne longer
ig withdrawn.

The micister stateds "I try to show the sufemr how His yroblem
ean draw him ¢loser to Gode If pain and suffering bring us eloser to
God we sre more than couguerors through Him that loved us. The
acripture I use noot ofterm wse for such situosiong sre Romund 8312639}

Prdlppians bih snd 2 Corinthians  16-18,
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Statet Washinghon
Dencmination: Free Methodist Church
Case Study: Marital
This was the secoad wmarriege for the women :nd the third for the
man. In the hoee the oldect ran awsy which brought the homé into focum.
The mirister related to tha sband on a trip to plek up one of the
boyse. The suggenticon wae made to come iy for some courseling. After
8 weekly messlons were set up, including evplorstery conferences,
\di@@ticte-stimg and agsigmment of the book, "Games People Play® much
tenzion was sired. Over & 3 monih peried tenmione were reduced, and
songtruetive adjustiment was Legun.
The mdnimtaf writes regardlng the auffering of the righfeoua:
"Quite frankly IT've come to Lelievs theat mach of the suffering of the
" riphteour Le self iuducwd. Ohristisan are refusing to open life to
the dymantie of growth available in A vital growing relationship te a
personsl Saviour. Thay eacily aéuapt the sterotype of religion trad-
Litiong ond besome frustrated when they can't live by stﬁndar@sof the
' pagt, Hypocriy vhich gomes out of a fenr of knowing 6ursslves is
belng known by others is art of our vickness. Pharalasism is not

dead.'
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One thing is certuln « eui ering im comuwen to all. Chaglizs F.
Benning writes, “Among the parables that Chinsce teschers use iz the
min  Setry of a vomen whp loet enly sobs  She vas grief sbtricken
out of ali reusen.  She mude hor sorrow & walling walle Mpally she
want 63 ® wiee odd phllogopher. He soid to her:'y will glve you bwek
- ¥our gor 1f you will bring me aomg rastard seed, Howerrar, the sesd
runt come Lrow u hewme whare theve Twa rever beer uny sorrowd Bagerly
sho stsrted her semsch, snd went from house 0 honwe. In efery sase she
lesrred that & loved cne hod been dost. YHew selfish I have beon in
my griefl ghe ssld. “Sorrow im comton to aLl.d

There sre verdcun kinde of eulferings. Seme arerbitt«r and
usually : lesé ens {41 thabt one leote it) Lo dswtruotion, Sosetize even
muicide s the vewult o The other Mind of suffering is » glorious
kind whioh will lead an individiml to viotory ultinately 4o Yheqven",

It & Josus who changes our course of direstion relstive to
sufferdng. This ia why it 18 go importent to know our Lerd. This s
why Ghri&iiﬁnﬁ auat resd thelr Hible bessnay contalned thersin im the
answer to &0 many questicn s and yrobloms. Hls truih bodomes our truth.

Wo are told that we will suffor. Becoiing a Christian Le sere
tainly no gﬁarantwa that suffering will pass wue. Yoy, whon we do
sufier, there is a kind of identificstion with Josus. This provess s
& two way owperlesde. The gplydtual depth of J&aug (for Ke wag God)
becouwes for us o capnaity for witnoss, When by ays T wlll never
lanve you,' He means just thal, Inrf&ct, there la nething threugh
which we are asked to pees (or foroed to by varioua exterhal ciroume
slance:) through which He has net alresdy passeds This includes detth.

There are various ways or ajtitudes that one oan projeet when
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confrented with suffering. The main thrust ig to find or rediacover
God in#uffering and through suffering. One attitude is that rothirg can
be cone about it. Another is that something can be done about it.
5till smother avenue of approach is to vewign one's melf to the fact
that God through us can atcomplish something that perhape might not
héve been accoviplished any way else.

Some goreluding obmervationé: on the Jot of Yasteﬁduy and Today.

- As in the case of Job and witk some of the "cage Bludies',
prosperity (in some faghlon) waz restored. One school of thought, and
this seems to refute the rest of the bosk of Jobi Rightecusness is
rewarded always in the life by proesperity. I cam not buy thig.
"Prouperity" in whatever way ao ldentifled comes to INANY o

- This course of action by God was probably tulken for the
benefit of the four frimnds. His “peers' now see hiz and theixr error.
Suffering is NOT due to sine If Job had so died such a doctrine would
hove become the fixed norm.

- The author lets the reader into a secrst that wag une
known by Job and hia'friends. namalj. Satean was the initial causne of
the suffcrings;

- There is no snswer to the questions or solutions for the
"suffeclng', be it of-the.boéy, mind or soul, except in the DHACE of
Hiz presence.

- A so.ution to our life is not found in this life.

- At the begiﬁning and throughout Job's suffering thore were
two questions: (L)} Does Job sepve God for nought? (2) Calamitiecs weres
the consequences of sin,

- In the first divigion, the mpeskers try to get Job to
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confesa=his &in. In the second division, a picture of the fate of evil
men is portrayed.

- The book glves -evidunce of the PATINNCE of Gody and the
ENDURANCE of man. Thus Job is a walking civil battle.

- God will always stand beyond and above all men's ideas,
traditions, hearsay. and wiuddm.

- Job received all uhen he purremdered alle Tue Will of the
Almlghty God im for us to raghify and gloairy Him.

- The great grace of God. Hear Him say, "My greace is
sufficient for you.M

- The story of the su‘fering is not so zmch for us to see
the underserved mﬁffering of the innogert but a higher purpose, namely,
what is the meanihg of faith,

- Job withatands the test amd thereby becomes a more useful
aservantoof God than he wenld otherwise have been, |

Phere is indeed the "mindstry of the storm™. I once read words
of this naturec. e were golng through a great furaiture faciory when
our guida, the superinténdont, pointed out to us a superbly gridned and
figured sideboard im the notural wood. "I want you to observe the
beauty of the osk" he ssid. "It is the Pinest selection of timber of
its kiud, snd the secret of the intricate and beautiful groining is
Just thia: that the trees from which it wag taken grew in é spot where
they were ex csed to #lmoét constunt conflict with storms."

What & suggestive fmct. The storm beaten tree develops the
¢losest and finest and most iwntricately woven fibers. When it is eut

dowst and the waws lay bare its exquis itely figure grain, the cabine
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moker selects it @8 the meterial for his finest work. So with the

human life bemet by testings and triale. It is through the storms and
the winds #rd the triale that strength 1s given and thug one im
besutified. We need the trials. Ve need the stress of 1ife to glve
charagter for without euch charsctor canact be devsloped into iis
strongeet and most besutiful Form, |

"It is not always true thut physical suffering interfers with
man's cosscicusness of UGod. There are porsons who have gobe Lthrough
intense aufforing and like me gold in the Durnuce i tried and
purified aeven times in the fire and thelr fuith nas emerged mll the
atronger the pure snd the more indomitabla."l

Trialo oftentimos moke an individusd stronger. Yhelr dependence
uron God 18 greater as & result of such an encountar. However, when,
gay & groun of 10-peop1e are compared In going through & mimililar
situation, they will all mee and react dlffereantly. Thiﬁ 15 due to

the 1ife situstions. Snfiering, howersr, crael, is he.w to atay. 1g

is har® snd this has beem told $o us in the story glven in the Geneasis

account. Ferhaps ng grovter attempt hsw ever been made feward trying
to find o solutlon to this :roblem at_hund pad the working out of sowe
kKind of theology that i foumd iam the éncimnt Jewiah literature. In
this we find the wovepted notiom thuat smuffering is directly relited to
sin 2nd this 1% expleindd elsewhere im this worlk,

"Such im of you whioch the 01d Testauent offers of Lhe oilgin of
&ln and guffering in the world. Uod ie good &nd the world wsa good
until sdn came, but henceforth ‘curses the ground for thy(for exan le,
sinful man's) amke.' In sorcrow shall thou eat of 4t w1l thﬂd&ys of

thy 1ife, thorng slse aud thistles shall be brirg forth to theeseeln
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the swset of thy face shall thou eat bread till thou retura unte the
ground.' And upon womer waé promcunced the penaliy of rainful childe
birth together with thoroughly oriental status of sex and equality and
S6X diaability.“a

¥.C. Grant stateu; "Suffering ;s not & good, but an evil in
itself. This world and the Church recognize this. The Church with ite
hospital amd modern world with its modern resesrch and the moble efforts
of the selentists to preventure and cure of disease. Suffering is bad
and capnot be good in its ¢1E, but the suffering of herc and mattyrs
are glirious for they are suffgring for sm end in view."3 This
atatement will meet with various schools of thought. Whether it
sh:uld be purchased or not is up te the reader.

The following seriptural_referencen ere found in the Infernational
Standard Bible Encyclopedia. "Suffering belongs to the discifline of
all the Christ's followers. Romans 8117, 2 Cor. 1:7, Gal. 3:i4, Phil.
3:10, I Thems. 2:2, 2 Thess. 115, 2 Tin. 2:12,13, Luke 2, James 5:10,

I Peter 2:10ff, I Poter 3:1&,17; L:1e13,164 $:10.M

Such suffering iz called a suffering for God's or Christ's sake.
Jer. 15:15, Acts 9:16, Phil. 1:29, 2 Tiw. 1:12. This followship of
suffering unites us with sudnta of God at &1l Yimes. Jomes 5110 who is
indeed outspoken on this indicatea that i¢ 1s a fellowship with the
Lord himself. DPhil. 3:10 uses this discipline more and more according
to charaetor-"u

Perhapm the most accepted definition of suffering in the genae
in thig paper is "to allow" or "W give lead to'. This glves new slant

toward suffering. A sccond definmition is to experience; to go through
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to endure. If one takes thie first definition to heart, I am

peravaded that a new atiitude will emerge.

Ofter times owr situations vrove aleost teo muoh for ua. We
feel that we are just too burdensd down. Yot, I wonder, if at times,
we do not newd this. I ree2ll a report made by a Dr. lLambile, medical
wisslonsry fermerly of Abyssinias. He hed forded many wwift and
brldgeless stresms in africe. The danger in orvasing sueh a stresm
lies in being ewept.off ope’a'fiut and garried down the river to
grestar depths or Lf met that, being hurled to desth ageiast the
hidden rooks below.

Dre Lasbie loarned from the natives the beat way to make such a
hazardous - oreseing. The men sbout te ocress finds & large stones the
heavier the bettaery Lifts it to his shoulder mad carridseit acroas the
streém as "balast"s The extra welght of the stone keeps hia Ieet
solid on‘thh bed of the streum and he cen orces s:fely wlthout being
swept AWaY e

The spplieation is that while erossing the etresms of 1ife, we
need the belast of burdea~bearing, & load of affiiction, to kesy ug

from heing swept off our fest.
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The Bible has alwsys stood the test and it hag been the Book of
ingpiration for many throughout their lives. People have turned to the
- Bible for help to get imapiretiom; people have turned to the Sible for
courage. So it is that God has used most eflectively His Word conmonly
called the Cannon of Scripture to help His children.

The following scriptures do not in any means cover all He haa
to say about the suffering of the righteous, nor do these scriptures
cover all e has to sey about certain Problemg, nor are these all the
- soriptures that one could use for a particular meed. Inm fact, for some,
the seriptures listed might not even give help. However, im my opinmion,

the seripture found helpful by this writer are listed.
When all elge fails, Cod's Word atill spewks and says at the

proper time what the greatest of all counselors can saye« Many people
who are going through & very trying time mot only commit scripture to
menory which helps, but they actuslly write a geripture on a card and
but it in their wallet or purse. In the course of the day they refer
to it. One person said: "When I facl really depreased sa a result of
what has happened to mej when I feel like glving all up snd saying
‘what's the use'y I reagh into my purse sand 1 pull out that little
card of help, When I finish resding it, I usually get charged up with
words from om high - words thatkeep me going hour by hour."

The 23 areus listed are areas in whioh the righteous have been

found suffering.




When one iss
Afpaid or fearful
Mred

In sorvow

Besydng & grudge
Frustrated

Faclng w crinie
Wanting ko find joy
Bick er in paln

In vemptation

Having friends to fail

Bored

Worried

Ataying ewake at night
Afraid of death

Fooles rejected

Foels God is "far away"
Hoving ghudlt feelings
In nesd of courage
Lesving home

In need of inward peace
Iz trouble

Foels weaxry

0ld Tentmuents

Peslie 3414
Poalm 95117
Paaim BOgha

laviticuva 19138
Paadm 40

Job 2811228
Proverbs 16120
Paaln 8152ab

Pganln 1511=22127,24
Paalm 27:9

Pealn 103

Faalm b6

Pgaln &4

Fgalm 2%

Poalm 43

Peaim 46120,21

Paaln 55116,17
Jonbus 1:9skeuln 2718
Paalm 121 |
Isaiah 2613

Faaln 46

Paalm G0iil,dob 531930
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Hovw Tostaments
11 Timethy Li7
Matthew 11:28

I Themsalonisns
byl s=1k

Ephesiang &

Hobrows 12il-3
Hatthew 61253k
Jobn 1521

Jumes 5ilel%

I Cordnthidns 10113

Rowans Laidh,17,4

Brheaisns 3:1l4e2l
Hatthow 6

Hatthew 11i35-30
2 Corinthbkus 511
Colosaians 119=-15
Jehn 14116

I Covinthiang 53117
Prdlippians 4113
Hebraws 11i18w16
Philipriang 4:6,7
Mark 11s23
Hatthgw-li:aﬁﬂﬁg
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¥_HONE SICK O SAD
if none were sick, and none ware mud
whet gervise could we pender
I think 1f we were ulways glad
ve sosroely could be tender
d our belief never end
our émtiant wialstration
Earth would groev cold and miss indeed
ity greateat conaclution.
M4 sorrow never prief our heart,
#nd every wish were grantsd,
Fatience would did, and hope depart,
1ife would bhe disenchanied.

=UNKROWE
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O Love That WilL Not Let Me Go

Yihen Goeorge Matheson woe entering wpon & promising cureer, a
doctor said to him you had hetter mea your friende for soon dearkness
will settle upon you and you will not ace them enymore. Hatheson
was to Degome totally blind. He wes engaged to & bewutiful young lady.
He told b€ hor of the ealumity which would seom befall hiwm and guve her
persission to break the engrgemsnmt. ohe dide The grest sorpew despened
hiz devotion to Gpds Durimg that souler#fining trial Matheson gave to
Christ's Church a hymn which will inspire others whom Ged in upecring
wiadomy has chosen to go through the 'furnsee of afflietion. Pesalm
48310,  » W.B. Knight

O Love that will not let me ge,

I rest my wesry senl in Thee

I give Thee back the life I owe,
That in Thine vcess depthe ie flow
May rloher, fuller be.

O jey that seekest me through pain,

I cannot ¢lose my heart to Thee

1 trace the rainbov through the rain,

And feel the promise not in vain,
That more shall taarless heW"

BLUSSED BY ADVERSTTY

Many tlmes the adversities of 1i£e turn owt to be blessings in
dieguise, This re-ligation cawe to an unknows Confedersts moldier over
&% hundred years sge. Ho one knows where he w. s when he wrote these
wordges Perhups on the buttle fisld, or pessibly in a hospital re-
cujerating from hattle woundes But wherever you sre at thig bour,
the words peaned by this soldler will spesk to your heart.

| I asked Yod for streamgth, that I wiehi

aghleve,
I wie made weak, thst I mlght learn




You know, my
were over & hnndred
wrete them,

bunbly to obey.

I aaked for healih, that I might do
augater things.

I was givem infirmity, that I might do
better things.

I askted for richas, that I sight be hapiy

I ves glven poverty thet I might be wike.

1 agked for power that I might have the
pralse of men,

I waw glven weukness, that I might fesl
the need of God.

1 agkod for all thimgu, thut I might
enloy life, '

I wes givem life, that I might enjoy all
thivgs.

I got nothing that I wsked for = but
everything I had hoped for,

Almont doupite myself, my unspoken
Prayers were answered,

I am smong ali men, sost richly
bleopued.
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friend, these words are just es trua today se they

yesrs ago when the unkaown Confedcrate eoldier

IN HIZ SPEPS

The rosd is too rough I eald

Reer Lord there are gtones thet hurt we se
And He ewid, Dear ohlld, T understand

I walked 1t long ago

But thers's & ceol greem path I waid

bet me wellk there for a time

No onild, He gently answored me

The grasn rosd does not olimb

My bsurden I ssid is far too great

How qsm I beay it ao

Hy ehild He ssid, I remember the weight

I oarried my cross you know

I saidy I wish there wore friends with me
Who would ake @y way their ows

Ahy yosm, Ho said, Gethserene
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Wag hard to be:r slone
Ard zo I climbed the atuny path
Content at lest to know
That where my raster had not gone
I would not need to go
And strangely then I found new friende
The burden grev less core
And I remenbersd lomg ago
He went thet way before.
=unknown
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