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LIFE'S PROBLEMS PRESENTLY

EXPLRIENCED




2h

e have not Just beeh "put" on emrthees Owr living day by dey
necensd tolen experlences « sxpordondes thet are nob at sil times
Plesssnte I recall the story hesrd weny yeors sgoe sbout 1iie im met
all svectness.

The soud of an egg bestor dvew wo into the kitchan one dey snd
there I found my wothey at works X began to wateh what she wag doitg.
I would find out just whet she put inte that shocolste suke Lhat made
1t so goods Thorw wes checolote, of couraw, snd I roughed for u little
oramb that had Yellon off the baPessdt wes bitter, I glunced of the
other thinge on the tulles There was a eupful of sour sdlk - swrely
_ Eother wasn't going to pub thet in the cakes I sav her add it, along
with suse of ﬁhaﬁ awlul aode thet ohe had given me ches for a
stomsoh avhes What kind of & ¢gake gould she mihw wake out of auch
thinga? Ny nose Gurned upy bué mother only sedled end told ne o weit
and nee.

o weve eating dimuer. Iy vis true thit it leoked as good ae
wsusly but 1 tasted 1t curefully, & 1itils erumb, them a larger arumb,
and finally a whele bAte. It couldn’t have been better. I forget all
about the sour milk end asked for axuuther ploce,

i fe da not all swertnesss There is such thet is bitter, and
we cannet belleve anything gosd will come out of it, Certainly sld
things are net geed, but "all things do werk tegether for gesd™, This
1s God's premise to them th-t love Hige &o day by day He is kel gy
you whet He wenks you to bey and He will never put amythisg in your
iife by misteke.

Problens know no goler, Bor do they respect sny personslitys
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Problems whether they be big or emall, p.recnal or national, kiow no

Jimitations or bounds. ng!ariagm anter ipts every homej sufferi:gn
enter inte every lifa. with the bagkwdrep of the suffering of the
rightecus paopley it would be well to reclive that just because one
is “rightecus" dﬁe& not eliwipste that one from tri- ls, tridbulstions,
 distroms, diradna, persecutions and the Like. As & matier of fagt,
thia writer hus known just the oﬁp@site to happen to “righteoua
peopletts

Cur society has w. stakenly equated geédnesa and righteousness
with & perticular walk of life and framework which has done grest ine
Juetice te the Kingdem of Uod. Thims, of course, refleats the
attitude and sotions of thowe living in the day of Job whieh we will
look during the oourse of thizs volumwe.

S4tuntione that gaupe sufferings today among the righteousn are
mituatlﬁna that are unique inthat each person seea, reflects, und
respondy to thelr situstion ae only they ¢an. In general, naturslly,
suflferings ceuld be well grouped into certain fields and withim the
group many wubfields would be feémud; and while this is true ont a
worldewlde vasin, esch person recponds differently to a given
situation. For wsxauple, when dentkh strikes & loved one in a Christian
hougs

When this ogowrs, thet psrtioular family will react based upon
the way they feel und think at that precise coment, Thoy will remet
ag a reault of what they have besn conditioned to. They will respond
further as to how thelr mim w/t{;;::m'maé, and this, too, will
be s subjest dn thies worke On the ather hond, the same situstion cun

btrdke another family that will correspond in age, edusation, mumber




of children, joby atos, and forr all practical purposes ar ideatia)
family. Yst, they will reapond in an entirely different nmamner,

I can recall couvaneling with people who have lost loved onss
under near identinl situstions. One family remcts with a seuse of
hoatilityy with great reworse and condemmation de they addrsss God.
Another family will rmmaln out of church for a length of timej
another fmily will find themselves in ahurch the very next Sund:y.
Why the differente?

In the preparation of this warg. I have attempiesd to take a
somple poll of the ministers in the mainline denominations of ouy
sountry. Theeo lettars were wulled to manys Chey west to 1ittle
tewns,y villaoges and large oities. They warit to suburbs, downtown
arens and rural oreas. Iy was very interesting to vead the returned
formas They are presented towsrd the end of this volume in Sectiocn

IV Part A.
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STRUCTURAL S0CIETY

AHOUND US
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It appears to this wrliter that our society is so geared that to
the average person little tiwe is made available to relieve the
suffering of fellow people. No longer do we live in the type
comiunity which speaks to esch other a sense of belonging and am inter
woven network of feslingss No lenger is the community 18th century
Ameriga. No longer do we have this feeling of onenessj inmtead we are
diversified and the direction that we point ourselves often-times is
in direct constrast to our next~door neighbor.

Our soclety ies so structured that often~times our next-~door
nelghbor does not know of our sufiering even. This is sad becouse
this is helpigg to promote & de-personalized city, & de-personalized
famlly even. fbng agoy at least for some, it was possible te receive
strength and comfort from friends and neighbors. Now, of course, neny
still do, but from the general view peint ne longer is this the morm.

Now our friends end nei;hbors are busy = so busy that they hawe
“enly time for themselves. This is the great plight of America. The
Church, too, bas been engulfed by this atmosphere, an atrosphere that
can ba labeled wany things. No longer is the Church the center of the
community from whlch etrength can be pained frem ore another of its
constituents, but today the Church will draw pecple from across town.

In fact, often-times pecple will pass many Churches to go to
"Their Church's There is nothing wrong with this. There are
different ministers and different 8hurches todsy serving God and
meeting the needs of different people. If a particulsar neesd is met by
traveling 15 miles to Church, irpegardless of the fact that one
should belong locally where one cam be more invo;ved in the Church, I

. feel that that person should drive 15 miles to Churche
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It is s dndividual thing regurding Church melection and thus

fulfilliag one's apiritusl nveds. Besaunae our Uharches sve wede up of-
jeoriy vhe drive often~tiues wamy wlles sad who bhemselves are the

pnly Oltrel entityin the comwunity frow &hde name Wﬁm‘l’ Clharehy thon
they do not heve a feeling of oxeness with their neighbor, partiowsr iy
47 that unelghbor s not a Chrdatiens 50 within the Shureh the problon
ia vode mepdfect bocouss people de pet work sithy sor live with,

fellow @hurch mosbers mo wis the ose long spos This doea not help the
individunl who is suffaring.

The xmw@x who i sslfering for so ssay different ressons
and In e wony different waye esmnet slweys find strengthy help, and
confort from the one sitbing next to ks in the pews Thia is the way
our structurs of sooiety is and 4t le onforbunste boosuse the lord
knows we need to ged w8 wmuoh strength as ve m whon ﬁ&‘ﬁ_ﬁ'ﬁ suffaring =
he it the lons of & loved ene, the loss of indanses, » tesmptation, or
it gatastrophe that striles vy - sven a mnabdionnl &le asters The
steveture of goolety 19 muah that ws do mot Pind the stresgih in
encounteding these presant problemas
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Maybe you have mever thought of God aw having a problem. Oh, He
hag & "hangwup's Indeed, He haal I am that “hangwupts You, the reader
_of these lines are Hia "haung upM, toos Serry about thatl e apre God'sm
problens We have been oreated te glorify God and when we have a
problem ourself that 1s an experience of suffering in any osse or in
any fashlon, the way in which we resct can either glorify God or not
glorify God. |

We have been created ta'glorify God and when we fuil in tids
we fail in the showing forth of His rightecusmess. We are not soting
like children of'Gmd. By faith we are ¢hildren and H is our
Heavenly Father. We need to resct to these sufferings to which we
bave baen expoéed in the type of manner that would be p’l&asing.

For example =~ a person who has sufdenly had a terrible mis-
fortune will reaoct to this as we have stated ssrlier based upon
various things we will bring out in a moment. Those people around him,
watehing him, will see much of the depth of his Christianity by what
he saye and by what he doss = even what he does not say and what he
dees not doe As I see it, the problem of Goci iz to be so real to us
that we can express our feelings. |

If one is not as near to God as they onee were, ome has said,
"Make no misteke as to which one nau meved". God nwver movem. As &
result of our temptations and owr sisning, I should say, we move from
God, With disastercus strides often~times our course of reagtion ig
one that does not honor the name we profess.

Trouble comes in an assortment of sizes and ghapes, The

problems are reml and monumental. In it all God does not ecomfort us in




33
our sorrow to make us feel comfortable; on the otherrhand, that we
may be able to comfort those which are in trouble.l

There was once in the hospital a man who had lost his left leg.
He was bitter. As the Chaplain walked to him to start the conversation
the man said, "Well, Chaplain, start cheering me up. You're a Navy
specialist, do your stuff." The Chaplain felt helpless. The next day
a young marine corporal in a wheel chair rolled up to his bed. The
marine was grinning generously, though both lege were missing. No
sarcasm came from the Navy man this time. Here suffering had met
suffering and understood. Courage had been-encountered. Despair had
been won over. |

When the Chaplain made the visit that afterncon the Navy man
looked up and said, "Chaplain, that was some trick - sending me that
marine amputee. But it worked, I guess. The nurse just said I have
become a pretty decent fellow,!

The point being - in our witnessing we can be more effective if |
we.get out of the way and present the One who unddrstands because He
suffered and overcame. Beside, by our suffering we are in a position
to "feel" with the person presently going tirough a triale

Trials are common to alle We must not try to avoid ALL our
trials. This can be dangerous to us. Why? I have read that the
cocoon of the emperor moth is flasklike in éhape. To develop into a
perfect inseet, it must force its way through the neck of the cocoon
by hours of intense struggle. Entomologists explain that this
pressure to which the moth is subjected is nature's way of forcing a
life-giving substance into ite wings.

Wanting to lessen the seemingly needless triasls and struggles
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of the moth an cbserver waid, "I'll lesson the pain and struggle of
‘this helpless oreature." With small scisasors he snipped the retmbning
threads to make the ﬁoth's'emerganuo reinless and effortless. The
oreature never developed wings. For a brief time before it diedy 4%
alnply erawled instead of flying through bhe air on rainbou colored
wihés-

Sorrowy suffering, trisls and tribulations are visley designed
to hely us groew inte Ghriatlikeneaa. The fefining snd developing
Irogesses are often~times slow, but through grace, we will emerge
triumphant, (See Job 25:10) The Seripture reminds us, "Answer me
vhen I &all. © God of my rightl Thou hast given me room when I waS
in dimstress. Be graclous to mey and hear my prayer."2 Happy is the
men whom God correcteth. (See Fsalm 94312 and Hebrows 12:3e15)

Strahan oﬁjeets that none of the three friends of Job - only
Elihu ~ regards suffering ag diseipline; thay regard it as most as
probations The suffer is under trisl. If he proves tractable, all
'wiil be well with him, if not, he will perish (Job 5:117). In any
¢age the word hsppy merves to indicate the kind of issue which
Eliphaz envisioms for Job: but only on condition that he receives
God'é chasténinglinza-humble and gontr ite spirit) net shrug it off,

25 ho had been doing, whils violently protesting the act of it.?
In "all times of persegution, men have found great comfort in

the thought that 'whom the Lord loveth...t «»Their suffering haa
sesmed to theu, especlally under the Christian dispensation, a
signal mark of worship, MNot that God ewer willingly afflicte any of
His ebildren; but ohiefly, no doubt, becsuss in an evil world it is
the goed that has to pny‘the prige of geodness, as Chribt valds and
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because out of that darity 2ll through the years, such light has shone
a5 'never wes seen in sea or 1and.'"4

Job relates, "But if, when ye do well and suffer..." We are
caught in the cords of afflictions. “Gad'ia. sometimes, declaring
thelr trangressions. The mutter hes to he taken seriously, as Job
sayse No mar im righteous; but neither can no man teke advantsge of
that faot to hide his mind away in the dectrine of an evenhanded
. retribution, Certainly what 'goodmesa’ there 1s camnot be set down as
a guarantee of anybody's sefety., Still there are the slings snd arrews
of ouirsgeous fortune. Indeed the aituation.is worse than that. iBut
1y vhen ye do well, and auffores."i.e. from a senge of g@ad; {1 Peter
2;20,19)5 | |

Why does God permit evil? "o the author of Job this wes not a
problem tbr-tha wind to tease; it was a problem for the soul to
wrestle withe %he wisdem of this book and indeed of all Jewish
litorature; has to do with life and sob with logle. It has to do with
the mweeping passions of the hﬁman haarﬁ, with the stalwart qualities
of the bhuman heart and with the caloulating processea of the hugan mind,
which incldentally may well belong more to the mind itmelf them to
whatever it ig in the'universe that is ulti ately real."6

Why do the righteous suffer? “Eliphas knows. The riddle that
puzzles Job is no riddle at alle (Remsms 3:110) Iy im the knowledge
that came to him by revelation. In the time when menm sloep when the
hustle and bustle of life are stdlled, he has fallen inte a trence and
wees clearly with the inward eye what is beyond the realm of might.
While he is meditsting on it all, trouble and mystified, a drend

experiense is vouch ~pafed hdm. Apparently he is wide awake when it
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heppens. Suddenly he tremblesysmd the haly of his flesh stand up. As
he tells of 16, it seems to be happening all over again, so vivid is the
menory of 1t.

A bre th passes before him face, snd behalld, there is a presence,
ap 12 somecne ware in the yoom unseenj vague, spesterlike, he cannot
malce it outessif Elihu is saying anything by apprepriating the
celestl al announcement as his owny l« that whatever happens to men
in general they deserve it. 2, such sn exalted view of CGod as to
dwar? mwsnity's stature to the level of insignificance. Job resents
it‘" ?

Such an explanction renders explanatlon unnecescory by

abolishing not only the ground, but the importance of the guestion.
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For ome who is net sequsinted with the wrineiple of eybermetica,

it is the contrelling of the sind, in shorte A yerodae definitiom
would bey "ihe eeience of subomatle contrel?,

Beffarding eufferding, one prograue irte thelr mind gert.dn foowts
of sufforings Ry observatieon sonsoue will record into their mind how
othars ast and rewed to thedr problems end to the ome even thinldng
problen « like in elementary oybermstics we progrem into owr mind
cortodn dote and this dnia Lo forthouming ss the soripture soaye, "Am
w men thinkethy co im he,?

We have a great recpenaibility to proprew ints ewr winda good
thoughts, good sttitudes towerd suf‘axinge Then when ve oxpewienge
Aulforing in sowme formy be 4t in the loss of & lowe oney an soeldent,
a Tires a fadlure ik acwe wiy, of & cobuntrophe thid strikes & nabien
dn the form of o lendalidey -apthguakes firey e overfloving of a
rivery or what lmve you = we ave so programmed that swe aetions will
show forth on. mbtidude 1n the nind.

Some people who bave bed a very terrifing sxparioncey and It
reforring to Christiens now, GodeTenping peoplo who have deap fsdth
and trust in Josus wnd who are active in the ohureh « vill fage their
dlaaster unthinkingly “good®s They huwe Wullt up in thelr mind &
reservolr of strengthi they luve been sucesusful in pregromaing &
feeling of dally commming with Uod, by dufly resiing of the Bivle,
#nd by rogulay b‘hﬁmh ationdamte.

Because thes: experiences heve been gemuine, snd se "Shought
ia thelr wind" when diseater atvikes that pepdon een live on o level
whieh will not sink their spirituel growblis

dometimasy sush peracna sre referred Lo as “lowsheyed
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individuala, By this is mesnt, I take it, that they respond te

adverse situations with a "senselaf sanity" - that they do not wet on
1ﬁ§ulsa. but they are qﬁ;et, as 1f it were. BSomé people under preasure
oan pavform very wells They can think while other people do not have
this ability. I think a man's aybgrnayiea is seen in this,.

In our everyday living we prégram inte our mind & certain file |
of information which we draw upen when in times of stress, i1llness or
death, in other wordsy “mnffering"-' Therefore we must be careful thet
we do not polson our mind with negative "Ehinge! .  wbhdch can be
damaglng.

"Let this mind be in you whioh wag in-Christ Jesua! the
Seripture exhorts use We d¢ have the power to condition our wind, We
mety as Christisns, train our minds Zven in the widat of adverse
cirumstances we can condition our facilities. Thim is called mentel
aonditianing. It saye in effeet thot you are what you goncentrate on.
What you concentrate on growss What you concentrate on tends to become
real., You alwzys find what you concentrate on. |

We must program surselves properliy. When obetonles come our
way which prevent us frem the "morm" of living we can draw from our
mental filing csbiinet. (The last seotion of this work is deveoted to
some suggestive materdal for programming.) -

Qur inner man has been ao oreated that there is allowence for
stress snd sirain. This was beauwtifully bbought out in an article
soma years ago when a 75 mlle an houy hurricane hit the 35 million
dollar Uolden Gate Bridge and bent it 124 feet out of lines yet the
New York engineer said that it was undamagéd. It was bullt, he
explained to bend 18 feet before it will break., Christiaus are made
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to stand the storms of lifey clouds of adversity de not destrey them,
for strong Christian folth outlasts the astorm and looks for a sky that
will be cloudless elear after rain.

Yot, this strein, or bstter, testing, is vital to & contlnuous
grawth'in the inrd. Tha'rightaoua do &uffer ~ but for a purpose. This
is meen in tha "proving of them" as written by Mr, James MaConkey.

Y atood onoe in the tesating roém of a grest steel ndll, All aound me
were little partitions and compartmentsy Bteel had been tested to the
iimit, snd market with figures that showed its bresking peit. Some
pieces had been twisted until they broke, snd the sirongth of torsion
was marked on them. Some had heen stretched to the brealcing point, and
their tensile strength indicated.

Some had been compressed to the crushing point and alse marked,
The mester of the steel mill knew just what these pleces of steel would
giand under the strain. H, knew just what they would bear if ploged in
the greatest ship, building or bridge., He knew because the testing
roon revesled it. It 1s so oftem with God's ¢hildren. Ged does not
wont us to be like vases of glass or poreelain, He does not went us to
he hothouse plants, but storm beaten osksj not sand dunes, driven with
every pust ef wind, but grsnite rocks withatanding the meost flerst atorm.
To moke us such He brings us lnte His testing moom of suffering. Better
the storm watera with the Christ, then the smooth waters without Him.

The relationship of our attitude is bayond comprehension re=
garding suffering, From the Gospel Herald of & number of yeurs ogo
came this gtory regurding one, Betiy.

0ld Betty was converted late in life and though very poor she wes

active. She visited the micky out of her poverty she guve to those
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who were poorer; collected a little money from others ‘When she eould
and would give of her own. $he told many of the love of the Savionr,
At lamt ehe oaught a cold and rheumatism, and lay in bed month after
ménth, palnsworn emd helpless. A Christien went to $§e her und asked
| if the change was very hard to besr. "Ne sir, not st éll. Waen I was
welly I used to hear the lord say day by day, Getty go here, Betty go
there, and I used to do it as well a3 I could. Now, I hear Him say,
Betty, lie stil) and cough. Just lie still and coughet

Many eufferings through which we paes cause us grief to the
point of weeping. Crying, or weeping is not bad. iy is goods In fuct,
.some one has writton that tearse are "one of &od's good glifte to His
ahildren." Teara are excape valves for pentup $Orrows According to
modern madigal science, pentup grief can be dlaastroue.

Dre Frick lindermann, paychiatristminmqhief of the Massachusettes
General Hospitgl and a ploneer inp the-inveatigation of repres-.ed
" gorrow tella of a &ouhg nurae who tended her father thréugh the long
months of his final illnéhs. She was very devé&éd te her fathéf and
often fought back temr;-as she nursed him,

When he died, a well'meaning friend stefnly forbade her te show
any grief for the sake of her mother who hadfé weak ‘heart. Within
hovurs the emoticnally repreésed nurge developed a came of ulcerative
colitire She slowly corroded inwardly beca&se of the disordered
impulee of her nervous system, Bventually she died. Killed by the
surpresaed grief she could not allow herself to express in copious

toara,




le

2

-
by

SRCTION 11 Refwurences

2 Corinthisne 1tk
Paalm i) (¥ing James Veralon)

Interpretor'y 3ible, Voluse 3, puge 947

mm..m% Volume 3y page 947
page 1158
page 934

By page Vihe9

LY




