WHY DID THIS HAVE

TO HAPFEN TO ME?




A man hes just been shipwreckede All on board the ship have
perished in ﬁhe terrible disaster. Clinging on to a small plénk he
finds himself driftirg toward & small island - the place that will be
hie home for some time. In the course of the next few days all of the
salvageable materials snd provision washed ashore have been caree
fully stored in a emall hut which the shipwrecked man hss constructed.

He im proud of his accomplishments, for he is not a carpenter,
meh less a contractor, bul he provides a thatched roof on his new _
home. It protected him from the sum in fair weather and the rain in
bad weather.

One dey, after returning from a little fishing on the other
side of the island, the man saw smoke. He ponders a moment the
eignificance. Soon his eaguel stroll quickens into a fmst walk and
the fast walk into & rur. With emch ztep hia heart likewise
accelerates. Soon he has topped the little hill which hag
obstructed his view. There he sees to his utter dismay hies hut going
up in flames. Before his eyes, all of his provisions, his belong~
ings, and his work were going up in amoke. He falis to the ground,
kicking the white sand with his feet, and cries: "why did this have
to happen to me? Why? Why?"

Why did this have to happen to me? Me, of all people. Do you
remember the last time you asked that question? Let me refresh your
memory. Do you recall the last time you had a flat tire? Remember
agking, "Wwhy in the world did this have %o happen to me?" “I recall
wy ladt time. I was pushing i1t clese for a speaking engageﬁent. I

oxperienced a flat tire., Had my window been down = and had the first
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passing motorist had theirs down - and were they able to hear me, they
would have heard the gquestion: WHY? Well, when I got to the service
station later that day, the answer was obvious. I had run over a very
large nail,

As a housewife, do you remember making the question after look=
ing ot some burat biscuits? Did you not utter the famous question
"why?" Again, the answer ~ thate was a reason. Perhaps you did not
have your mind on your business, or you forget to set the automatic
thermostat, or the timer.

We have at times all uttered this question, and the unusual
thing about the question is that we often direct snd address it to God.
All toe often I have heard ded being blamed for a fallure, a
temptation, a catastrophe, or the like. The fact is, dod had nothing
to do with it at all. Still, God is blamed for so many of the
catagtrophes that occur in life., He is blamed for the evil in the
world; He is blamed for the fallure of any project, be it in the howme
or plsnt. From the explosion ih the mine in the eamtern Unlted
Statesy to the einking of a ship in the Atluntic, the crashing of an
airplsne in Huropey or the resulting end of a temptation in Hometown,
U.S5.A.y God is blamed. God is NOT the suthor of evil, or that which
is bad, etc. This belongs to the realm of S:tan. This is very
beautifully expressed in the words of James:

"Let no man say when he is tempted,
1 am tempted of God; for God cannot
be tempted with evil, neilther
tempteth he any manji But avery man
is tempted when he im drawn awey of
his cwn lust, and enticed. Then
when lust has concelved, it bringeth

forth sin; and sin wha& it is finished
bringeth forth death."




let no may say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God. Let nc
man sy that God causes evil. Wwhen a disaster occurs, or in a tragic
hour, there are those who ask why did 1t bappea ~ rightly se = but it
ie not God's fault,

Jeveral years ago followlng a severe hurricane, the televiasicn
camera was focused on & msn who had his home completely destroyed
. Just hours before. He was @een and hesrd over television to ask: “What
sin have I committed?' With a sweeplng gesture over the eountryaide,
the broken trees, the destroyed homos.‘etc.. he asgked, "What sin have
we committed that dod would send this?" -

Few people, very few people, have an intelllgent and seriptural
attitude toward natural, personal disasters, sufferings, and tragic
OCCUTANCEE «

Of all the problems of the OLd Testament, that of the suffering
of the righ%eous is the nost cevere. If God takes care of his own,
which He goes, why do they suffer without apparent reagon? Uod is not
the author of disasters nor 6f personal calamities which cause

sufferingsl
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HLL BAD THINGE ARL
ROT PUNISISHTS TRON

A3 BOME BUMFOSE




8
Hizfortune can come to any person. Do not be guilty of saying,

"That ene got what he deserved, becsuse I kuow auch and such ebout him."
Thisy of course, 1a pleaying the part of God sod is Judging,

Jexusy on oné occesion, commented on & natwrsl dig:ster. It waa
& loaal dlsaster, but I am sure it created nationnl concern. Remember
the tower that fell in Jerusalom snd killed 15 permons? Jesus cemvented
on thia disester by saying, “On thome 18 upon whom the tower of Siloas
fell and slew, think ye that they were sismers above @)1 men that
dwell 1a Jarusalem? I tell you, Not"z This is & clear statment, an
wausually olear stutement, thut all ealamlties snd all disastsrs are
not janishments, ss wany believe. Words from the Son of God support
this view.

I thinsk of meny grest noble men of the Bible, wet they ex-

- porienced suffering. "hey auffered, ot they were ¢slled of Gods I
thdpk Lmmediately of Moses, a men whom Ood chosey a man who waz doing
“the W1l of God", but who had troubles and who suffored. It vas not
because God d4id not like him, for God had chosen him. Mlisfortunes
comen upon all - all classes -~ 8l)l races - all cresd holders,

God doee not eperste s penal lnstitution. God doss not give one
& oorresponding penulty for » particuler sin. (Of course, sin brings
its judgment and "the wages of sin i death® end “"whatecever a mpan
soweth that he shall also roﬁp.““

There is » caump and effect principle operating in the world
today as yesterday and as will be the ease towerrows I had wy flat
tire bessuse I ran over & nail. Matakes ocour begmuase somecne maken
&R errory et¢. ate.

Yoty Job's three friends Bi)dad, Eliphuse and Yophar ware men




who lived in a day in which people belleved that suffering ané 8in
went together. It was the theology of the day that suffering snd sin
wera walking hand in hand, as if it were. It was the ocustom to re-
late the two = that every bit of suffering wog due primerily to a
particular sin. It was the conviction that God punished each act of
sin with & corresponding perality; that suffering wss therefore a
rnecessary evidence of personal guilt.

But, the experience that Job encountered (see section III of
- thia paper for details) proved differently. The results of Job's life
and the experiences which he endured changed their phraseclogy quite
a bit. His emcounters proved that a new view of suffering should
include these pointe: (1) That the innocent do suffer in this life as
do the wicked; (2) That suffering may be used ag a means of showlng
the faith of a Christianj and (%) That suffering csn extend the in-
fluence of a Christian and strengthen his faith.

.Job's faith wes not insurance he took out in case trouble came;
it rather was that which sustained him when he would have been utterly
defeated without it. The book of Job to some shows a "dualiem", mo to
speak, concerning a righteous God. Bear in mind that nothing happens
in the world today without the Lord'e épproval. or, a better word
would be "permission. The sin that enters our life, the disease and
the disaster that comes our way fall inte a realwm "under the hand of
God." Cod does mot cause your suffering. God does, however, permit
your suffering <o that as a result of your suffering you can become a
better person and van thus extend the influencg of Christisnity.

Sntan is the author of evil and perhaps Panl had this in mind

when he wrote: (regarding temptations that come our way)
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"The one who thinks ke is standing
up better be eareful thet he does
not falle BEvery temptution that
gomgs your wuy is the kind that
noyeally Soses to people., TFor Uod
keeps Him promiase, and He will not
allow you to be tempted beyond your
power to resisti but a1l the time
you sre tempted He willi give you the
atrenpth to endure 1t and so prow
vide you with a way out,"d

He im maying that emdd ell the sufferinge and tempiations
anid all the things you will emcountery wham your faulth is st Jow ebd,
when you are at the end of youwr rope and you have even tled a prayer
koot, still about to siip off, remember..."there is no tempiztion taken
you but such is as common to mexn.”

One has stated those words, baczuse of;ﬁin in the world, “"Thie
makes it evident that in some sense Uod hus consciounsly permitted sin
to come into the werid. This Ho mede possible when He gave free will
to both sngels ond men. Somehow, in His infinite wisdem, He found it
better to orexte beings whs comld sin rother thmﬁ machinea that gould
nots, We will some day realive that only the present suiferings could

make possible eur futurs Joys.® Aptly putd




BOTH THE COOD
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The rains that we experience from time to time in our commmity
fall on both the good and the bady they fall on all. 8o it is that
the goed suffer becsuse of the sin of the Fvil One., This is too
frequently seen in the result of an amtomobile sccident. Due to the
neglect of one, many suffer. In fact, many give thelr lives., It im
geen alse in alr crashee of our day. Often times, because of the
neglect of a pilot, meny passengere pay with their lives = or because
of the mixed up mind, one may plant a bomb on hoard.

From tLe Genesis account we have the story of the beginning of
ging beocause of their sin we have sin today. Becouse there is win,
cften~times the good suffer with and/or for the bad.

Betauze we belong to the human rece we must shars its burden of
sine (To carry it a point fartherj to belong to the Church implies
that ene must bear its burden, but that is smother slamt.) You and I
belong to the human race. The human race groang today begause of the
sin of Adam and Eve and our forefsthers. We share its burden daily.

Hossyour heavenly Father, who makes his sun rise on good and
bad alike, and sends the rain on the honest and the diahonest."6
Sunshine and rain, used in this scripture, sre cho sen because they
denote the ¢hief providental blessings. (Acts 14:17)

Perhaps off s tangent, but as God loves all, so we are te love
éll”i even our enemies. God'm blessings fall upon them as well as
Ris/our enemies.

From the Talmud: YA thousand thouasand, and myriada are bound
to pralse thy name for every drop of rain thou sendest down upon us,
becauge thou renderest good to the wicked. But the love of God to his

onemies is not the same as to his frlends, the one being a love of
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compasaion and benmevoidsnce,the other a love of complacency; He bestows

benefits upon the wicked, Ne delights in the good. And in like manner
we are not bidden to tmke mdmiring delight in our enemies, but to
cherish no revengeful and malignsnt feeling towards themy and to do
anything we can for their welfare ~ that is, of course, whenr 1t would

not ald in the accomplishment of their evil designs againat us."7
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ALL BAD THINGS

ARE NOT BAD THINGS
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How true is thie statement: Not all bad things sre bad things.

Do you recall the illustration of my orening pages - of the shipwrecked
man coming over the top of the little hill only to find his hut going
up in flamen? He oried, "Why did this have to happen to me?" Well,
the next day when he was rescued and the captéin of the vessel came

to him, he heard these astonishing, almost unbelievable words: "If we
hud not seen your fire signal we would have suiled on by the deserted
islend. Sir, you are a most fortunate man that we sgew YOUR signal,.

If we hadn't aoen‘your fire signale..." Does this net say to your
heart that not all things are bad things, so termed by us. You will,

I am sure, have to agree.

The things that oceur, and we utter how bad they sre, nay not be
so bad after all. My point is, we see only today and a pert of
tomorrow.s God in His infinite power, His wisdom and understanding,
ond His sight, sees not as we do (for which we are to be thankful) for
e sees 1t ALL. God sees the entire pleture and becsuse Heg sees the
entire picture, He judges situstions differently., Certainly He
Judges situations differently then would we, It is true - we gee
through a dark glass as tiues.g

The loss of a ohil&‘at the age of three or four may seen _
horribie for us. If we could only instill to those with whom the child
ghared the brief life that tlings are not as they mppear. Things are
not as bad as we think, if we could see the total picture of the out-
come of that little life - developed inte adulthoed. Too, life even
at its lengest duration is still a brief speck in time. There are se

many problems wé couid enpgage upen at thia point, but perhaps 1t would

be beat to just step and mot only say, but b:lieve Faul as he penned,
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“For we know that all things work out for good, to them that love the
Lord."°

The omnipotent God has the affairs of the world in His hand.
He makes the sun shine; however, if we had the sunshine at all time,
do you know what kind of surroundings we would have? We would have a
deserts Thet is why one wus moved to say, “"Through my tesrs, I have
my rainbow."

I% is indeed wonderful that God does see diilerently. There
was a mirister who was trying to ocomfort a woman whe had passed
through many triazls. He was failing in hias efforts to cheer her when
he picked up mome embroldery upon which she had been working. i
sald, "What a confusion of color threads. Why waste time om a thing
like this?" 'The lady turned the embroidery over amd said, "Now look
ak ite You werv seeing it from the wrong cside.!

"rhat is exactly right", cald the sinister. "You arc looking
at your trials from the wrong side. Turn them over and look at them
through the eyes of God ~ Goud's aside."

The Lord is working out & designe. He i working out a pattern
for every life., We must attempt, at least, to look at things from

Hig point of view and TRUST His werkmenship,
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SUFFERING'S BLESSINGS
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Sometimes we need to be reminded of the blessinge that come to

us as a result of guffering. Sometimes it is the fire of affliotion
thet draws the songs of praise of people.

The following imcident is related by Mrs. Charles Spurgeon
who a was a great suflerer for mcre than a yquarter of a century. MAt
the close of a dark snd gloomy day, I lay resting on wy cow.ch as the
deeper ulght diew onj snd though all was bright within my cosy room,
some of the etérnml darkness scemed to have entered into my soul and
obscured my eplritual vislon. In sorrow of heart I ssked, "Why does
my Lord deal wi%h his child? wh- do?s He permit lingering weaknesa
to hinder the sweet service I long to render to his poor servants.!
For awhile ailence reignad.in the little room, broken only by the
craakling of the gsk log burning in the fireplace. "Sud endly I
heard a sweet soft sound, a 1li¥le clear musioal note like the tandgr
trill of & r bin beneath my window. What oan it be? Surely ne bird
is singing out there at this time of the year and night."

My friend oxelaimed, "It comes from the leog én the fire." The
fire was letting locse the impriscned music frem the old oak's inmost
heart. Perchance he had garnered up thie aong in the daya when all
va# well with him, when birds twittered werrily on his brenches, and
the soft sunlight fleuked his tender leaves with golds Ah, thought
I, when the fire of affliction drswe song of praise from us then
indeed we are purified and our God is glorified. As I mused the
fire burned and my soul found sweet comfort in the parable so
strangely set forth before me." Singing in the fire; yes, God
heiping us, 1f that is the only way to rel hermony out of uas, then

let the fire be heated "seven times sacvenh,
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Notice mome blessinge, 1if you wills

1. %here is created a freshnesm, a spring of wtituda whieh
flows forth frow the stream of "Theank you, Lord?.

2. Sulfering sometives gets folks to church thet have been oub
@ long, leng time. Seve have begome pillurs in the ohurch.

3. Suffering, at times, deepens the well of sympathy and
eompaseion for athai-s. The eyes of wany are opened to the needa of
otherz around then. .

by 'The fuith of sn individuol bevomes greater. By being oa
one's buacl, for exasple, one imy out of necessity, forged to lock UP.
In this new position a new parspective ean be gained - ons asn ses
clearly wonsfectations of God. |

s Huffering sets the ataga. for the dramm of experience =
the experience of one with Gods The guffering which bringe an
individual to sy "I know in whom I have believed." God 1s still
runndeg the universe, Ho is ALL Gody sinless God und I sm thankful,
sinful pereon."

- The deaire to have such on experience should be uppermost im our
livess. You goe, there are suffering's bleswings.

To gonelude this preface, tx-'ﬁwar youraelf, iR your mind,. to
allarge fopest. An ok attracta your mstmtmn. There is & swall) vine

elinging to it. Durdng the most Tlerce atorm tha vine elings to the
hu.k. Fven though the oak may be uprmtad the vine winding arownd the
osk remaing in positions

Ploture, 4f you will, the vine growing en one side of the glent
tree only. Continne the picture with 2 tremendous wind storm
approsohing snd it is approaching on the eide of the osk on whigh the
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lttle vine is growing. N, matter how hard the winds blow and the rain

baats upon that little vine, that vine is protected BECAUSE it is
pregsed by the forces of nature against the gisnt tree.

Pieture, if you will, the vine growing on the other side of the
tree. No matter how herd the wind blows and the rains descend the
vine is stlll protected BECAUSE the cak protects it...it shelters it
and 1s to the vine security also.

In some of the violent storms of our living, the Eternsl God‘.
gomewhat intervenes and‘thua shelters our beingy while ln othexr stourms,
the Bternal Ged in all His infinite wisdem allows us to be exposed or
subjected te these events, so that we might be "pressed" more closely
to Hime Cod is love snd although we camnot understand His acts of

providence, we must trust Bis acte and all other scts to Hime
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